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LAST SUMMER OF NATHAN LEE

FADE IN:

EXT. GARDEN WEDDING - DAY1 1

Camera phone footage of a small, but lively garden wedding 
reception. NATHAN LEE, eighteen, raises a glass toward DASH 
GARCIA, also eighteen, and begins a toast.  

LORELEI (V.O.)
That’s Nathan Lee. The one making 
the toast.

The camera focuses on Dash’s smiling face.

LORELEI (V.O.)
On this day, Nathan married his 
best friend Dash Garcia. 

The camera focuses on the happy GUESTS listening to Nathan. 
Everyone raises their glass in a toast. 

Then: 

NATHAN
Let’s party!

MUSIC starts up. Everyone dances.

LORELEI (V.O.)
It was a happy day, and that was a 
good thing.

The scene fades like a memory.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY2 2

A camera phone focuses on Nathan sitting on his bed. Nathan 
is a good-looking, charismatic teen on the brink of manhood.     

DASH
(O.S.)

Okay, I’m recording.

NATHAN
(clears throat)

Have you ever had a fucked up 
birthday? Like, maybe your parents 
forgot, or you got drunk and 
vomited at your own party? 

(MORE)



I know a kid who invited his entire 
third grade class to Chuck E. 
Cheese, and no one showed. 

DASH
(O.S.)

Jared Collins.

NATHAN
Yes, Jared! Strangely, he was cool 
with it, but his mom was 
devastated.  

Dash laughs.

NATHAN
So, on my last birthday, I found 
out I have brain cancer. 
Glioblastoma. Rare. Terminal. How’s 
that for a present? Okay, 
technically, it was the day before, 
but it still put a damper on my 
eighteenth. I got a car though, so 
there’s that. Used, but still.  

The camera shakes a little.

NATHAN
Wait... are you crying? Dash, c’mon 
man, you can’t keep doing this.

Nathan takes the phone, and turns it on Dash. Dash, dressed 
in black, looks younger than his eighteen years. He shields 
his face from the camera.  

DASH
I’m sorry.

NATHAN
It’s cool, man. 

DASH
I don’t think I can keep doing 
this.

NATHAN
You can. 

DASH
Why?

NATHAN (CONT'D)
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NATHAN
(matter of fact)

Because I don’t want people to 
forget me.

DASH
No one will ever forget you.

NATHAN
(trying to lighten the 
mood)

You can show it at the ten year 
reunion -- Last Summer of Nathan 
Lee. 

DASH
I hate that title.

NATHAN
Just jump in with me. It’ll be an 
adventure.     

Dash uses his shirt to wipe away tears.

NATHAN
Trust me.

Nathan hands Dash his phone. Dash nods, and turns the phone 
back on Nathan.

NATHAN
Where were we? Oh, yeah, the thing 
I really want to say about brain 
cancer is... 

The screen goes black. MUSIC plays. 

TITLE CARD: “Life begins on the other side of despair.” 
~ Jean-Paul Sartre 

INT. NATHAN’S CAR - MORNING3 3

MUSIC continues as Nathan and Dash drive to school. Dash 
films Nathan behind the wheel, and the passing bungalow style 
homes of their neighborhood. Nathan wears dark sunglasses, 
and a Cocteau Twins t-shirt. Dash wears black as always.  

NATHAN
... yeah, well, time is literally 
running out.
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DASH
No one knows what the future holds. 
Except God.  

NATHAN
The odds aren’t great.  

Dash slips the recording camera into the car phone holder on 
the dashboard. 

DASH
What are we gonna do about it? 

NATHAN
I’m not going out a virgin. It’s 
embarrassing. “Here lies Nathan. He 
never got any.”   

DASH
They would never put that on a 
tombstone.

NATHAN
I want to have as much sex as 
possible before --

DASH
Don’t say it!

Nathan smiles -- he is clearly pushing Dash’s buttons.

NATHAN
Before I die.

They pull into the school parking lot. Dash shakes his head, 
and turns the camera off.   

INT. MADISON HIGH SCHOOL - DAY4 4

Nathan and Dash navigate the boisterous hallways jammed with 
STUDENTS suffering from spring fever. Dash records with his 
phone.

NATHAN
I’ve been sleepwalking through 
life. Honor roll, academic 
decathlon, student council, 
mathletes...  

DASH
Eating all your vegetables.

4.



NATHAN
... and what was it all for? The 
clock is ticking.

DASH
Let’s not re-write history. You are 
Student Council President AND 
valedictorian. Those 
accomplishments mean something. 

CALEB, eighteen, approaches Nathan.

CALEB
Have you seen April? 

NATHAN
Good morning to you too, young 
master Caleb.

CALEB
(smiles, slows down)

Good morning. Hey, Dash.

Dash waves.

NATHAN
I have not seen her yet.

CALEB
I left my biology notes in her car.  

NATHAN
Take mine. 

Nathan hands Caleb a notebook.

CALEB
Really? Thanks man, I’ll give them 
back to you at break.

NATHAN
I’m not worried.

Caleb smiles at Dash, and continues down the hall. Nathan and 
Dash arrive at Nathan’s locker. He opens it, and puts his 
books away.

DASH
You keep saying the clock is 
ticking. I don’t think it’s ticking 
as loud as you think. 
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NATHAN
“Never send to know for whom the 
bell tolls.”

As if on cue, Nathan points upward and the BELL rings. He 
puts his dark sunglasses on, and walks away. 

DASH
I’m so glad I was shooting that.

Dash follows.

INT. MADISON HIGH SCHOOL - LIBRARY - DAY5 5

Students do homework, or talk quietly during free period. 
Nathan types on his laptop. Dash records.

DASH
Is there anyone in particular you 
have your eye on? 

Nathan looks up, and notices a girl, APRIL WALKER, eighteen, 
smiling at him a couple of tables away. Dash props the camera 
up with a cell phone stand to record their conversation. 

NATHAN
No one in particular. 

April approaches, and sits.

APRIL
That calculus final was a killer.

April and Nathan share a smile.

DASH
Hey, April. What’s up?

APRIL
Party tonight at Sasha’s. Seniors 
only. Are you coming?

DASH
We’re going to the movies tonight.

APRIL
You can go to the movies any time.  

NATHAN
We’ll be there. Text me the 
address.
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APRIL
Cool. See ya later.

April smiles, and walks away.

DASH
Since when do we do parties?

NATHAN
Since today my young Padawan. Carpe 
Diem. 

Nathan goes back to his laptop.

EXT. MADISON HIGH SCHOOL - STUDENT PLAZA - DAY6 6

Nathan and Dash eat lunch under a shady tree. Dash records 
students holding hands, kissing, etc. He turns the camera on 
Nathan eating celery sticks.    

DASH
What about love?

NATHAN
What about it?

DASH
Have you ever been in love? 

NATHAN
No. Have you?

An awkward beat. 

DASH
This isn’t about me. Do you want to 
fall in love?

NATHAN
What’s the point? 

DASH
What’s the point?!

NATHAN
(amused by Dash’s passion)

For me. What’s the point now?   

DASH
Everyone deserves love.  

NATHAN
Love is for the living.
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DASH
Love is timeless. Love doesn’t end, 
or fade away when someone...    

NATHAN
Dies?

DASH
Yes.

NATHAN
You’re going to be a great 
filmmaker Dash. Do you know why?

Dash shakes the camera side-to-side “no”.

NATHAN
Because you have a big heart. A 
huge heart too enormous to be 
contained.   

Nathan grabs the camera, and turns it on Dash.   

NATHAN
One day you’re going to fall for 
someone with a heart as big as 
yours.   

DASH
As long as he’s hot. That’s all I 
care about. 

Nathan laughs. Dash takes the camera back.

INT. NATHAN’S CAR - DAY7 7

Nathan and Dash are parked in front of Dash’s house. They 
listen to MUSIC, and drink flavored coffees. Nathan’s camera 
phone is recording in the cell phone holder. 

NATHAN
They always just assumed I wouldn’t 
date until college. I never 
questioned it. I never questioned 
anything.   

DASH
My mom thinks I’m gonna meet a nice 
girl after college, settle down, 
and give her lots of grandchildren. 

NATHAN
But, your dad...
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DASH
He knows I’m into guys. He just 
wants grandchildren -- the first 
born in the U.S.   

NATHAN
My father and I never talk about 
love, or sex, or anything. After my 
mom passed, we didn’t talk at all. 

DASH
You could make more of an effort.

NATHAN
He could meet me half way. He makes 
an effort with Ruby. 

DASH
That’s because Ruby is adorable. 

NATHAN
(shaking his head)

My mom was the bridge. 

Dash gets out of the car. Nathan picks up the phone.

DASH
It’s not too late.

NATHAN
I’ll pick you up around 9:00. 

DASH
Cool.

Dash goes inside his house. Nathan drives off. 

MUSIC plays. The screen goes black.

TITLE CARD: “Venus smiles not in a house of tears.” 
~ Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - DAY8 8

Nathan sits at the dining table with his sister RUBY, 
thirteen, and his father WINSTON, fifties. They eat dinner in 
silence. Ruby records with her phone.  

LORELEI (V.O.)
Winston carries the weight of the 
world on his shoulders. His 
forehead is permanently creased 
with worry. 

(MORE)
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Ruby has the energy of a person 
with her whole life ahead of her.

RUBY
So... how was everyone’s day?

Winston grunts. Nathan nods.

RUBY
Does anyone want to know how my day 
was?

NATHAN
(smiles)

How was your day, Ruby? 

Ruby props her phone up on the table. 

RUBY
Funny you should ask big brother. 
Today, we took a field trip to the 
Observatory. 

NATHAN
Love that place.

RUBY
Do you want to know some 
interesting facts about Venus? 

NATHAN
(playing along)

Our closest neighbor in the cosmos? 
Give it to me.

RUBY
(excited)

Venus spins so slow that one day on 
Venus is equal to 243 Earth days!

NATHAN
That’s insane, Ruby. You would be, 
I don’t know, like, older than me 
right now.

RUBY
Right? And Venus’ rotation spins 
backwards! 

NATHAN
Backwards? 

LORELEI (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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RUBY
Time is doing some crazy shit on 
Venus!

Nathan laughs. 

WINSTON
Please don’t use foul language.

Ruby and Nathan share a smile.

WINSTON
Why is she recording with that 
phone?

RUBY
Nathan said I have to.

WINSTON
Turn it off.

Ruby shares a look with Nathan. She turns the camera off. 

EXT. LARGE SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY9 9

Nathan and Dash walk up a long walkway leading from the front 
of the house to the backyard. They hear HIP-HOP, LAUGHING, 
and SPLASHING from a pool. Dash records.

Nathan sends a text.

DASH
Who are you texting?

NATHAN
I’m letting April know we’re here. 
Relax.

DASH
I need a drink.

Nathan laughs. He opens a large wooden gate revealing a 
backyard pool party -- TEENS talk in small groups while 
drinking from red Solo cups. Steam rises off of the water. 
Nathan bops to the music.     

NATHAN
Now this is a party!

Several students use their phones to post videos on social 
media. April approaches.
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APRIL
Hey!

NATHAN
Hey!

APRIL
It’s the documentarian, and his 
favorite subject.

April hugs Nathan and Dash.

APRIL
Glad you could make it. 

DASH
Where’s Sasha?

APRIL
She’s around here somewhere.

NATHAN
This is quite a house.

APRIL
(laughing)

I know, right? C’mon.

April leads Nathan and Dash through the crowd to a bar by the 
pool where Caleb pours himself a drink. People greet Nathan 
as he passes.   

APRIL
Look who rolled up, Caleb.

CALEB
Nathan! What’s up, man?

They bro-hug.

NATHAN
What’s up, Caleb?! 

Caleb hugs Dash. Dash is a little taken aback.

CALEB
What can I get you guys to drink?

April holds up her drink as if she’s toasting.

APRIL
I’m good.
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NATHAN
What are you drinking?

CALEB
Rum and Coke.

NATHAN
I’ll have the same. 

DASH
Me too.

Caleb pours two drinks. Nathan watches April dance. He takes 
his phone out and records her.

APRIL
(to Dash)

Do you mind if I borrow Nathan for 
awhile?

NATHAN
He doesn’t mind. 

DASH
I don’t mind.

APRIL
Take care of Dash, Caleb.

April takes Nathan by the hand and leads him away. An awkward 
smile between Dash and Caleb. 

HOT TUB - MOMENTS LATER10 10

April leads Nathan to the hot tub. She removes her top and 
cut-off shorts revealing a bathing suit. She gets in.

NATHAN
What are you doing?

APRIL
What does it look like?

NATHAN
I didn’t bring my bathing suit.

APRIL
Oh well, I guess you’re on your 
own.

Nathan hesitates. He props his phone on a nearby chair, and 
removes his shirt, and jeans. He is down to his boxer shorts. 
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APRIL
That’s the spirit!

He joins her wearing only boxer shorts. 

NATHAN
Jesus, it’s hot!

April laughs at him. Nathan slides over.

NATHAN
That feels good. 

April moves in closer. Nathan smiles.

APRIL
Nervous?

NATHAN
No.

She offers him a drink from her cup.

NATHAN
Thanks.

APRIL
You can kiss me if you want. 

Nathan moves in slowly, and kisses April. The kiss grows 
intense.

POOL - SAME 11 11

Dash and Caleb sit at the edge of the pool with their feet in 
the water. Dash records their conversation.

DASH
Fashion design?

CALEB
I hope so.

DASH
New York, or here?

CALEB
Wherever I get accepted. What about 
you?

DASH
Film school. 
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CALEB
That’s cool! Here, or New York?

DASH
I’d prefer New York. I need to get 
away, you know?

CALEB
I get it. I love it here though... 
the sun, the beach... 

DASH
Yeah, no, I hate the sun.

CALEB
(laughs)

You’re not a vampire, are you?

Dash smiles.

INT. LARGE SUBURBAN HOUSE - NIGHT12 12

April leads Nathan upstairs. They are mostly dry, and wrapped 
in towels. Nathan records. 

NATHAN
Where are we going?

APRIL
To get some privacy.

They enter one of many bedrooms.

BEDROOM - SAME13 13

NATHAN
Who’s bedroom is this?

APRIL
It’s ours.

April and Nathan sit on a king size bed. Nathan props his 
recording phone up on a night stand. 

APRIL
Is this okay?

NATHAN
Yeah. Is it okay with you?

APRIL
It’s okay with me.
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Nathan kisses April. She climbs on top of him.

EXT. LARGE SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY14 14

The pool. Dash and Caleb. Caleb’s phone records on a nearby 
pool chair.

CALEB
So, who are your favorite 
directors?

DASH
You’ve probably never heard of 
them.

CALEB
Try me.

DASH
Well, I like big, classic musicals. 
So, Robert Wise --

CALEB
The Sound of Music, West Side 
Story.

DASH
(impressed)

Yeah. And Vincent Minnelli.

CALEB
Gigi... 

DASH & CALEB
An American In Paris.

Beat.

DASH
Wow.

CALEB
I love the costumes in that movie.

DASH
That last scene is the most magical 
thing ever put on film. 

A moment of mutual respect between them.

CALEB
Can I get you another drink?
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DASH
Just Coke this time? I have a 
feeling I’m driving tonight.

CALEB
Sure. I’ll be right back.

Dash smiles as Caleb goes back to the bar.

BEDROOM - LATER15 15

April and Nathan lie on the bed facing each other. 

APRIL
Was that your first time, Nathan?

Nathan shakes his head “no”. 

Beat.

Natahn nods “yes”. April smiles.

NATHAN
Was it that obvious?

APRIL
It was nice. 

NATHAN
Nice?

APRIL
Really nice.

NATHAN
Was it your first time?

She shakes her head “no”. She sits up. Natahn does the same. 

APRIL
Do you remember sophomore year we 
travelled to Sacramento for the 
academic decathlon? 

NATHAN
That was fun.

APRIL
We were alone in your room talking.  

NATHAN
I remember. 
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APRIL
Why didn’t you kiss me?

NATHAN
Did you want me to kiss you?

APRIL
Yes. You knew that.

NATHAN
I don’t know. I guess I was afraid.

APRIL
Of me?

NATHAN
Afraid because we were friends.

APRIL
Friends can kiss. Friends can have 
sex.  

Nathan thinks about this new revelation.

NATHAN
I regret not kissing you. This 
could have happened two years ago.

APRIL
That’s why I kissed you tonight. I 
always thought you were cute.

Nathan smiles, a bit embarrassed. 

APRIL
We’ve spent so much time studying, 
and working our asses off just to 
get into good colleges. High school 
is almost over. 

Nathan nods slowly realizing the magnitude of April’s words.

NATHAN
It’s almost over.

EXT. LARGE SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY16 16

Nathan, Dash, and Caleb sit in chairs near the pool with 
drinks. Nathan is tipsy. Dash films him.

NATHAN
I have left boyhood behind, and 
officially entered manhood. 
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CALEB
(to Dash)

Nathan doesn’t drink much, does he?

DASH
First time. 

NATHAN
I hereby declare that my adult life 
may be short, but it will be sweet.

Dash notices that Caleb didn’t catch that.

DASH
Apparently, it’s a night of many 
firsts.

Nathan rises from his chair.

NATHAN
And you, my father, there on the 
sad height...

CALEB
What’s happening?

DASH
Just go with it.

NATHAN
(loudly)

Curse, bless, me now with your 
fierce tears, I pray!
Do not go gentle into that good 
night. Rage, rage against the dying 
of the light!

RANDOM MALE STUDENT 
Hell yeah! 

April smiles wistfully from the other side of the party.

NATHAN
I have to puke.

DASH
No, not here!

Dash leads Nathan away.

CALEB
Do you need help?
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DASH
I got it, thanks.

INT. LARGE SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY17 17

Dash stands outside the bathroom door. He records himself. 
Inside, Nathan vomits, and flushes the toilet. 

DASH
How do you feel, buddy?

NATHAN
Much better.  

DASH
Good.

NATHAN
Don’t stop recording. We have to 
get everything. Even vomit.

DASH
I’m not stopping.

We hear Nathan wash up.

NATHAN
Cool!

DASH
What?

NATHAN
I found a new toothbrush still in 
the package! Rich people have like 
ten of everything!

DASH
I’m pretty sure it was put there 
just for such occasions. 

NATHAN
Oh. Still. I love that!

DASH
I’m going back downstairs, Nathan. 
I’ll be with Caleb in the same spot 
by the pool, okay?

NATHAN
Aye, aye Captain Morgan!

We hear Nathan brush his teeth. Dash heads back downstairs.
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NATHAN
Oooh, little mouthwashes!

EXT. POOL - DAY18 18

Dash, Caleb, and April drink by the pool. Dash records.

APRIL
I’m happy he’s allowing himself to 
finally blow off some steam. Nathan 
is the smartest, most ambitious 
person I know. He deserves a break.

DASH
That’s funny. He says the same 
thing about you.

April smiles, and drinks.

INT. LARGE SUBURBAN HOUSE - DUSK19 19

Nathan wanders the upstairs hallway with his camera phone. He 
has sobered up, but now he’s lost. 

NATHAN
Dash? 

Nathan opens a random bedroom door to find a COUPLE making 
out on the bed.

NATHAN
Oh, sorry. Carry on.

He closes the door.

NATHAN
This house is so big.

He spots the last golden streaks of sunlight spilling from 
another room into the hallway. He follows it into: 

SUNROOM/BALCONY20 20

Nathan is drawn into a room with French doors that open onto 
a balcony. Nathan sees an empty chair, and sitting opposite 
is LORELEI WU, eighteen.  

NATHAN
Oh... sorry... I didn’t know...
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LORELEI
Shhh... listen. 

Nathan listens.

NATHAN
I don’t hear anything. What am I 
listening for?

LORELEI
(without irony)

Only you know.

Beat.

NATHAN
What are you listening for? 

LORELEI
The sounds of the universe -- the 
sun falling from the sky, the 
confessions of the moon... 

This side of the house is quiet. All they can see are trees, 
and the glimmering twilight sky. 

NATHAN
I should -- get going.

Nathan backs away.

LORELEI
Sit, Nathan.

NATHAN
You know me?

LORELEI
We had World History together 
freshman year.

Intrigued, Nathan sits. He props his phone on a table. 

NATHAN
I’m sorry. I don’t remember. 

LORELEI
It’s okay. I’m Lorelei.

NATHAN
Lorelei... Lorelei Wu?
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LORELEI
I looked different then. Glasses, 
braces... 

NATHAN
Yeah... I remember. You do plays 
now, right? Theatre department.

LORELEI
Theatre is everything.

NATHAN
It’s funny, but, you can’t even 
hear the party from here.

They look up at the sky. 

LORELEI
It’ll be dark soon. And then we’ll 
be able to see Venus. You can 
always find it, because it’s the 
brightest light in the sky. After 
the moon.

NATHAN
Did you know that Venus rotates so 
slow that one day is equal to 200-
something Earth days?  

LORELEI
243. Which would make us 28 years 
old.

NATHAN
You knew that?

LORELEI
Project yourself a decade into the 
future. Who are you at 28, Nathan?

Nathan stares at Venus. He takes a deep breath. 

NATHAN
I don’t know. 

LORELEI
You seem like the kind of guy who 
has a ten year plan.

NATHAN
What are you doing in ten years?

LORELEI
This.
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NATHAN
This?

LORELEI
Staring at the infinite sky and 
dreaming. 

They look up at the sky together. 

MUSIC plays. The screen goes black. 

TITLE CARD: “The course of true love never did run smooth.”
~ Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night's Dream

INT. NATHAN’S BEDROOM - DAY21 21

The grandfather clock in the hallway STRIKES eleven. Ruby and 
Dash stand over a sleeping Nathan. Ruby holds a large glass 
of cold water over Nathan’s head. Dash films. 

RUBY
Should I do it?

DASH
I’m afraid it’s the only way.

Nathan suddenly opens one eye.

NATHAN
I’m thirsty. 

Dash and Ruby look at each other wide-eyed.

RUBY
I brought you water.

DASH
Isn’t that thoughtful?

NATHAN
(not buying it)

Um-hmm.

Nathan sits up and drinks. 

NATHAN
You weren’t about to dump it on my 
head now, were you Ruby?

RUBY
Me? Noooo... Dash was gonna do it.
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DASH
Excuse me? Who was holding the 
glass?

Ruby smiles. Nathan pulls Ruby onto the bed and tickles her. 
Ruby laughs and screams while Dash records. Nathan pulls Dash 
onto the bed with them. 

EXT. OLD POSSUM’S COFFEE EMPORIUM - PATIO - DAY22 22

Nathan and Dash drink water, and eat large stacks of 
pancakes. Nathan wears his sunglasses. Dash’s phone records 
propped up on the table.   

NATHAN
... I’m just saying the doors are 
wide open now. Girls, guys, non-
binary... 

DASH
(shocked)

Wait, what?! Guys?! 

NATHAN
Shhh...

DASH
But... you never... I mean...

NATHAN
Look, I’m not saying I’m gay now. 
No offense. 

DASH
Obviously, non taken.

NATHAN
I’m not anything now. I’m just me. 

Dash lets this new information sink in. 

NATHAN
Although... I can’t get her out of 
my head. The things she said...  

DASH
Are you gonna text her? 

NATHAN
I don’t have her number.

DASH
Wait... who are you talking about?
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NATHAN
Lorelei.

DASH
Who’s Lorelei?

NATHAN
Lorelei Wu. Who are you talking 
about? 

DASH
April. 

NATHAN
I love April. We’re just friends 
though... those are her words.

DASH
What happened to --  

(stands up)
“I have left boyhood behind, and 
officially entered manhood!” 

Nathan looks around the cafe at the people watching Dash. 

NATHAN
Did I say that?

Dash nods and sits.

NATHAN
That’s embarrassing. I don’t 
know... 

DASH
What’s not to know?

NATHAN
I don’t know... feelings...

DASH
Feelings?

NATHAN
(deflecting)

What about you and Caleb?

DASH
There is no me and Caleb.

NATHAN
You spent the whole night talking 
together.
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DASH
Because I don’t feel comfortable at 
parties. 

NATHAN
You looked comfortable with him.

DASH
He’s not my type.

Nathan chuckles.

DASH
What?

NATHAN
Nothing.

DASH
(playful)

Shut up.

Nathan digs into his pancakes. Dash thinks about what Nathan 
just said.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - BATHROOM - NIGHT23 23

The house is dark, and quiet. Nathan opens the medicine 
cabinet, and takes several prescription pills with water. He  
records himself. 

NATHAN
So many pills... and none of them 
are fun.

INT. MADISON HIGH SCHOOL - PERFORMING ARTS BUILDING - DAY24 24

Lorelei stands in a spotlight on stage. The theatre is empty. 
Nathan records unnoticed from the back row.

LORELEI
(desperate)

...listen to me! I want you to 
close your eyes. Keep them closed. 
You’re going to eat this, okay?      

Lorelei mimes handing someone a large piece of fruit.

LORELEI
I trust you. I trust your memory 
will include me.
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Lorelei breaks down crying.

LORELEI
I trust you’ll find me again. 
You’ll find me. 

Lorelei takes a deep breath. 

LORELEI
End scene.

Nathan APPLAUDS enthusiastically from the last row. Lorelei 
squints into the spotlight.

LORELEI
Who is that?

Nathan walks up the aisle. 

LORELEI
Nathan?

Lorelei sits down at the edge of the stage. Nathan joins her.

LORELEI
Aren’t you supposed to be in class?

NATHAN
When am I realistically ever going 
to use calculus? 

LORELEI
Architecture, engineering, 
statistics, medical sciences...

NATHAN
We have calculators.

Lorelei laughs. 

NATHAN
That was beautiful. 

LORELEI
Thank you.

NATHAN
What was that?

LORELEI
It’s a monologue... from a play I’m 
writing. 
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NATHAN
(impressed)

You’re writing a play? 

LORELEI
I can’t sit around waiting for 
someone to write a part for me.

NATHAN
I love your attitude. What’s it 
about?

LORELEI
It’s about a woman who travels  
back in time to redo a relationship 
that ended badly by eating human 
hearts that grow in a magical tree.  

NATHAN
That sounds gloriously insane, and 
I need to read it.

Lorelei smiles.

LORELEI
Okay.

Beat.

LORELEI (V.O.)
And just like that... we became 
friends. 

INT. MADISON HIGH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY25 25

Nathan and Lorelei walk the quiet, hallways. The BELL rings, 
and students file out of class. Dash approaches, recording.

DASH
Where the hell were you?

NATHAN
Hanging with Lorelei. Is that okay, 
Dad?

DASH
So we just ditch class now?

NATHAN
Yes. Do you guys know each other?

LORELEI
Nice to meet you Dash.
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Dash nods. 

NATHAN
So I was thinking we can all go get 
a coffee or something. 

LORELEI
That would be nice!

DASH
(begrudgingly)

Sure.

Nathan and Lorelei walk off together. Dash trails.

INT. NATHAN’S CAR - DAY26 26

MUSIC. Nathan drives with Lorelei sitting shotgun. Dash sits 
in back filming.

EXT. OLD POSSUM’S COFFEE EMPORIUM - PATIO - DAY27 27

Nathan, Lorelei, and Dash talk, drink coffee, and share pie. 

NATHAN
... no you don’t!

LORELEI
(laughing)

Test me.

NATHAN
You have fifty monologues 
memorized?

Lorelei smiles.

NATHAN
Okay, um, do something from Romeo 
and Juliet.

LORELEI
Act 2 Scene 2. “Tis but thy name 
that is my enemy; Thou art thyself, 
though not a Montague. What's 
Montague? It is nor hand, nor foot, 
nor arm, nor face, nor any other 
part belonging to a man. O, be some 
other name! What’s in a name? That 
which we call a rose by any other 
word would smell as sweet.”
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NATHAN
(applauding, excited)

Wow! Okay, okay, The Crucible.

LORELEI
Abigail’s wrath -- “Now look you. 
All of you. We danced. And Tituba 
conjured Ruth Putnam's dead 
sisters. And that is all. And mark 
this. Let either of you breathe a 
word, or the edge of a word, about 
the other things, and I will come 
to you in the black of some 
terrible night and I will bring a 
pointy reckoning that will shudder 
you. And you know I can do it.”

NATHAN
Amazing! Dash, give her one!

DASH
(disinterested)

I can’t think of any.

NATHAN
C’mon man, you’re the theatre 
expert!

DASH
Apparently not.

LORELEI
Just curious. Why do you guys film 
everything?

Dash and Nathan share a look. 

NATHAN
(quick recovery)

Dash is a filmmaker. He’s capturing 
our senior year for a project.

DASH
If you’re going to hang with us, 
it’s part of the deal. Do you have 
a problem with that?

Nathan shoots Dash a look. 

LORELEI
No, not at all. I’m an actress 
after all. 

31.



NATHAN
Lorelei applied to NYU too, Dash.

LORELEI
Oh my God, you applied to Tisch?! 

DASH
Film school.

LORELEI
I applied to the drama department. 
Wouldn’t it be so, so sweet if we 
both got in? 

DASH
I guess.

NATHAN
You guys could be a filmmaking 
team.

LORELEI
Yeah, plus we would know someone in 
New York! 

Nathan holds up his coffee cup in a toast.

NATHAN
To New York!

LORELEI
New York!

Lorelei clinks her cup against Nathan’s cup. 

NATHAN
(to Dash)

C’mon, man!

Dash reluctantly joins the toast.

DASH
New York.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - NIGHT28 28

Nathan sits up in bed holding his head in excruciating pain, 
moaning. Winston sits on the edge of the bed.

NATHAN
Oh my God, my head is going to 
explode. 
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Winston hands Nathan his pills. Nathan swallows them with 
water.

WINSTON
You are going to see the 
acupuncturist.  

NATHAN
It won’t work.

WINSTON
It will.

Nathan lies down.

NATHAN
The lights... too bright.

Winston dims the lights for Nathan. He looks back and sees 
Ruby watching, recording.

WINSTON
Go back to bed.

Ruby walks away with her phone.

INT. ACUPUNCTURIST OFFICE - DAY 29 29

Nathan lies on a table with needles all over his body and 
head. NATURE sounds -- water, birds chirping, plays on the 
sound system. Dash sits quietly filming. 

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - DAY30 30

Nathan and Dash embrace tightly in the kitchen. Ruby records 
them. 

NATHAN
I knew you were going to get in! 

DASH
(laughing)

I didn’t. 

NATHAN
Congratulations brother. Your 
journey to cinematic greatness 
begins.

RUBY
Congratulations, Dash.
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DASH
Thank you, Ruby! Okay, Nathan, 
you’re up!

NATHAN
(apprehensive)

Should I?

RUBY
C’mon, we’re waiting!

Nathan clicks on the Yale link on his phone. He reads. He 
smiles wistfully.

DASH
Well?

Nathan bows his head.

DASH
(crestfallen)

No. You didn’t get in?

Beat.

NATHAN
I got in.

DASH
Yale?! 

Nathan nods “yes”. 

DASH
Oh! My! God!

Dash nearly tackles Nathan in a joyful embrace. 

DASH
We did it, Nathan! We did it!

Nathan holds on to his friend, and looks directly into the 
camera a little shocked. Ruby turns the camera on Winston who 
has been quietly watching from the living room. He nods.

EXT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - DAY31 31

Nathan and Dash sit on the porch looking out at the 
neighborhood they once played in. Dash films it. Nathan gets 
a text. 

NATHAN
Lorelei got into NYU! 
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DASH
Really?

Nathan shows Dash the text.

NATHAN
You’ll know someone in New York!

DASH
I already know someone. You’ll be a 
quick train ride away.

Nathan texts Lorelei back.

NATHAN
(reads out loud as he 
texts)

Congratulations! You deserve it! 
Let’s celebrate tonight! 

Lorelei texts back.

NATHAN
(reads the text out loud)

Yes! Come over. I’ll make us 
dinner!

DASH
Dinner?

Nathan texts a thumbs up!

DASH
What’s going on, Nathan?

NATHAN
What do you mean? We’re 
celebrating.

DASH
Three weeks ago we didn’t even know 
Lorelei.

NATHAN
I know her.

DASH
You’re trying to have sex with her.
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NATHAN
No. I mean, she’s beautiful, but 
she’s really sweet, and funny, and 
creative, and she doesn’t give a 
shit what people think. She reminds 
me of someone else I know...

Nathan rises, kisses Dash on the head, and goes inside.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - NIGHT32 32

Nathan, Ruby and Winston sit at the dining table. Ruby’s 
camera phone records. 

NATHAN
... Dad, what’s the point?

WINSTON
To continue your education. 

NATHAN
I’ll just be taking a spot away 
from another deserving kid who will 
actually graduate in four years.

WINSTON
You will graduate in four years.

NATHAN
(laughing)

I won’t even be around next year. 

RUBY
You don’t know that.

NATHAN
Ruby...

RUBY
(cries)

You don’t know that!

Nathan is taken aback by Ruby’s outburst.

WINSTON
You’ll  tell them yes. It was your 
mother’s dying wish.

Nathan is shocked. This is new information. 

Beat. 

He wipes tears from Ruby’s cheeks.
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RUBY
That was a little bit manipulative.

NATHAN
You think? Fine. I’ll accept. I’ll 
tell them yes. 

Winston nods, and goes off to the living room to watch TV.  

NATHAN
Jesus, you people are pushy.

Ruby laughs, and hugs Nathan.

MUSIC plays. The screen goes black.

TITLE CARD: “Slave to love. And I can’t escape. I’m a slave 
to love.”  ~ Bryan Ferry

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - NIGHT33 33

A large, modern house. Dash and Lorelei sit at a candle lit 
dining table with glasses of red wine. Nathan clears the 
dinner plates. He walks between the dining room and kitchen.   

DASH
That was delicious, Lorelei. 

LORELEI
Thank you. It’s my mom’s recipe.

NATHAN
So, wait, you live here all alone 
in this big house?

LORELEI
No, technically, my older sister 
Dorothy lives here, but she’s never 
around. She pretty much lives with 
her boyfriend.

NATHAN
And your parents live in Dongguan?

LORELEI
Six months out of the year. We own 
a textile factory over there.

NATHAN
Will they be back for graduation?
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LORELEI
No. They said the whole family will 
be at college graduation since 
college is “more important”.

DASH
It must be so great to have the 
place to yourself.

LORELEI
It is.

NATHAN
Do you ever get lonely?

Lorelei looks sad for a moment before regaining her cheerful 
attitude. 

LORELEI
I have a great many fictional 
characters in my head to keep me 
company.

DASH
Your play? 

LORELEI
When I’m not doing homework, I’m 
writing, or reading plays. 

DASH
(happily surprised)

I know what that’s like... to 
constantly have the desire to 
create your art... like I want to 
film everything, and then edit it 
so it comes out perfect, or better 
than real life.    

Lorelei nods; she gets it. Nathan smiles, because this is 
what he wanted. 

LORELEI
Let’s move over to the living room.

They take their wine to the sofas in the living room. The 
living room is cozy with a fireplace and lots of books.

LORELEI
Do you want some music?

NATHAN
Sure. 
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Lorelei puts some MUSIC on. Nathan takes Lorelei by the hand 
and leads her to the center of the room. They slow dance as 
Dash records. Nathan places his hand on Lorelei’s back. She 
wraps her arm around his shoulder. 

They sway.

Nathan moves in slowly to kiss Lorelei.  

NATHAN
Is this okay?

Lorelei nods “yes”. They kiss.

LORELEI
(laughing)

You’re a good kisser.

They kiss again. Dash looks uncomfortable. Nathan motions 
Dash over. Dash shakes his head “no”. Nathan reaches out, and 
takes Dash by the hand. Dash takes a deep breath. He props 
the phone (recording) on the coffee table, and joins them. 

They sway to the MUSIC holding each other close. 

Nathan kisses Lorelei.    

Nathan kisses Dash.

Lorelei and Dash kiss. 

Lorelei removes her top, and then removes Nathan’s shirt. 
They both remove Dash’s shirt. 

Lorelei and Dash kiss Nathan’s neck, and chest. They both 
move down his body kissing until they disappear from the 
camera’s view. They yank him down to the floor. 

EXT. MADISON HIGH SCHOOL - DAY34 34

Pomp and Circumstance plays. Nathan, Dash, Lorelei, April, 
and Caleb pose for selfies in their caps and gowns. Dash 
records them.  

NATHAN
Class of 2022 BAY BEE!

They all hug.
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INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY35 35

Nathan, Dash, and Lorelei, still in graduation gowns, are in 
the kitchen with Ruby and Winston. Ruby records.  

NATHAN
Dad, this is my friend Lorelei.

LORELEI
It’s nice to meet you, Mr. Lee.

Winston shakes Lorelei’s hand.

WINSTON
Good to make your acquaintance.

Nathan and Dash share a surprised look over Winston’s warmth. 

WINSTON
Nathan, get some glasses.

Nathan goes to the cabinet to fetch five champagne flutes as 
Winston pops the cork of an expensive champagne bottle. As he 
pours the champagne (sparkling cider for Ruby), Lorelei 
smiles at Dash, but Dash looks away uncomfortably.

Winston makes a toast.

WINSTON
To Nathan and his friends. May 
their path to success have no 
boundaries. 

Everyone clinks glasses below Winston’s glass.

EXT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - DAY36 36

Nathan and Dash sit on the porch. Dash records. 

DASH
So... about the other night...

Dash laughs nervously. Nathan waves it off.

NATHAN
It’s no big deal.

DASH
But it is. Did THAT actually 
happen?
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NATHAN
(light hearted)

It did. It was fun.

DASH
I really don’t know how to feel 
about it. 

NATHAN
(assuring)

Don’t worry about it, man. We’re 
young. We’re allowed to experiment. 

Nathan pats Dash on the back. It’s still awkward.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - RUBY’S BEDROOM - DAY37 37

Lorelei braids Ruby’s hair. Ruby’s phone records from her 
bureau.

RUBY
So... Lorelei... are you Nathan’s 
girlfriend?

LORELEI
We’re... friends.

RUBY
Hmmm...

Beat.

RUBY
Just friends?

LORELEI
(smiles)

Why?

RUBY
He looks at you differently.

LORELEI
He does?

RUBY
Yes.

Beat. Lorelei finishes braiding Ruby’s hair.

LORELEI
All done. 
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Ruby looks in a mirror, and smiles.

RUBY
I love it! Can you come back again 
tomorrow?

LORELEI
(smiles)

You want me to come back?

RUBY
Yes.

LORELEI
How about if I come back next week?

RUBY
Yes! I’ll braid your hair next 
time.

LORELEI
Okay.

Lorelei nods, and high-fives Ruby.

EXT. LORELEI’S BACKYARD GARDEN - DAY38 38

Lorelei’s lush, garden is decorated with fairy lights, and a 
trellis. There is a fire pit. A graduation party is underway 
with MUSIC. Some of the same students from the first party 
are here, including April and Caleb, drinking and posting 
videos on social media.    

Dash records. Nathan stops the music temporarily to speak.

NATHAN
Esteemed guests! Sorry to 
interrupt. I just want to 
congratulate the Madison High class 
of ‘22 for a job well done. I love 
you all!   

CHEERS.

NATHAN
I also want to thank my amazing, 
sky-gazing, beautiful dreamer 
friend, and partner in crime, Ms. 
Lorelei Wu for hosting this epic 
soiree. If you have a drink in hand 
raise it to Lorelei!

Everyone raises their red Solo cups to Lorelei.
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EVERYONE
Lorelei!

Lorelei laughs, and raises her glass back. Nathan brings the 
MUSIC back up, kisses Lorelei, and dances with her. He 
gestures to Dash to join them. Dash waves him off. 

GRADUATION PARTY - FIRE PIT39 39

Dash and Caleb sit near the fire pit talking. This time Caleb 
records. 

DASH
Congratulations on the Fashion 
Institute.

CALEB
Thank you. Congratulations on NYU.

DASH
We’re making our dreams come true.

CALEB
You don’t seem excited about it.

DASH
I am. I don’t know... I’ve been 
meaning to call you. I’m sorry I 
haven’t called.

CALEB
It’s okay. Tell me what’s going on. 

INT. GRADUATION PARTY - KITCHEN - DAY 40 40

Nathan gathers a couple of bottles of booze. He turns around 
to find April. He records all of his actions at the party.

NATHAN
April!

APRIL
You gonna drink all that alone?

NATHAN
(laughs)

I’m not drinking tonight. I want to 
remember it all.

He approaches and kisses her cheek.
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APRIL
Let me help you with that.

She takes the bottles from him and places them on the 
counter. She takes his hand. 

NATHAN
Is everything okay?

APRIL
Pretty soon you’ll be off to Yale, 
and me to Stanford. 

NATHAN
We have the summer.

She kisses him. April takes Nathan’s hand, and leads him 
through the kitchen, living room, and up the staircase. 
Nathan stops halfway up.  

APRIL
What?

NATHAN
I don’t know... this is Lorelei’s 
house...

APRIL
Yeah?

NATHAN
It’s just... she trusts me.

APRIL
It’s a party.

She kisses him passionately. 

EXT. GRADUATION PARTY - NIGHT41 41

People dance, drink, talk, etc. Lorelei holds a drink in her 
hand. She wanders around the garden looking for Nathan. She 
makes eye contact with Dash, smiles, and approaches, but Dash 
looks away. Lorelei stops, and goes in the other direction.

GRADUATION PARTY - FIRE PIT42 42

Caleb notices the glance between Dash and Lorelei.
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DASH
I used to imagine what it would be 
like to be with him... but not like 
that. Not with another person 
there.  

CALEB
Do you love him?

DASH
Like a brother. He’s my best 
friend. Now this thing has 
happened. 

CALEB
You should talk to him again. You 
should talk to Lorelei. 

DASH
Thanks for not judging me.

CALEB
I would never judge you.

Beat. Caleb moves in for a kiss. Dash meets him half way. 
They share a sweet, gentle kiss.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY 43 43

April and Nathan kiss in one of the bedrooms. His phone 
records from a night stand. April unzips Nathan’s pants.

NATHAN
Wait.

APRIL
What?

NATHAN
... I can’t.

He zips himself back up.

APRIL
Wait... are you and Lorelei?

Beat.

APRIL
Are you guys a couple?

Nathan looks down. 
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APRIL
Do you have feelings for her?

Nathan can’t, or won’t answer. 

GRADUATION PARTY - DRINKS TABLE44 44

Lorelei pours herself another drink. She sees Dash and Caleb 
talking, and decides to approach. 

LORELEI
Have you seen Nathan?

Dash doesn’t look her in the eye.

DASH
Nope. 

LORELEI
Dash... can you look at me please?

Dash looks up from his drink and meets her gaze.

DASH
You should text him.

LORELEI
I did. 

DASH
Well, I don’t know where he is.

LORELEI
Can we talk?

DASH
I don’t want to do this right now.

CALEB
I’ll ... get us a drink. 

Dash gives Caleb a look. Caleb walks away leaving Dash with 
Lorelei. There is tension between them.

LORELEI
Look... I didn’t expect it to 
happen like it did. 

DASH
(sharply)

Me either.
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LORELEI
But, it did, and we shouldn’t 
apologize for it. There should be 
no judgement.

DASH
I’m not judging you.

LORELEI
You’ve been judging me since the 
day we met!

DASH
Look, don’t take it personally. I 
don’t even know you.

LORELEI
You haven’t tried to get to know 
me.

DASH
I just don’t get why you’re here 
all of a sudden.

LORELEI
I live here.

DASH
Not here here... I mean with me and 
Nathan. 

LORELEI
Nathan approached me. I didn’t know 
it was an exclusive club.

DASH
It’s not --

LORELEI
What is this, second grade?

DASH
We’ve been friends since second 
grade. You don’t know what you’re 
walking in to.

LORELEI
Then tell me. Talk to me.

Beat. Dash looks down and away.

LORELEI
Fine. Forget it.
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Lorelei storms off. She passes Caleb on his way back to Dash. 
She goes inside her house.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY45 45

Lorelei walks into her house recording on her phone, and 
makes her way to the staircase where she sees Nathan and 
April hugging. They give each other a quick peck on the lips. 
April slowly realizes they are not alone. She sees Lorelei 
and breaks the hug. Nathan turns to see Lorelei.

NATHAN
Lorelei.

LORELEI
So you’ve been in here the whole 
time? Upstairs.

NATHAN
No, it’s not like that.

LORELEI
Like what?

NATHAN
Like what you’re thinking.

LORELEI
What am I thinking Nathan? That you 
had sex with April in my bedroom?

APRIL
Lorelei...

NATHAN
Nothing happened. April and I are 
just friends.

LORELEI
You and I are friends... and where 
did that lead us? 

Nathan doesn’t have an answer. Lorelei nods, and walks away 
in the other direction. April and Nathan share a look of 
regret.

APRIL
I’ll go talk to her. 

April follows Lorelei out.
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GRADUATION PARTY - FIRE PIT46 46

Nathan takes a seat next to Dash and Caleb. Caleb films. 

DASH
Hey man, Lorelei is looking for 
you.

NATHAN
Oh, she found me.

DASH
What happened?

NATHAN
She caught me with April.

CALEB
Oh, shit. Should I stop recording?

DASH
No. We need it all. 

NATHAN
The thing is, nothing happened.  

CALEB
Well that’s good then, right?

NATHAN
Sort of. We went upstairs with the 
intention of having sex, but we 
didn’t go through with it. 

DASH
You didn’t want to hurt Lorelei’s 
feelings.

NATHAN
I ended up hurting her anyway. 

Beat.

NATHAN
I have such a headache.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - FRONT PORCH - DAY47 47

April finds Lorelei sitting on her porch swing. Lorelei 
scoots over to allow room. April sits. Lorelei’s phone 
records.
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APRIL
I’m sorry. I didn’t know you and 
Nathan...

LORELEI
We’re not. I mean... I don’t know 
what we are.

APRIL
I promise you nothing happened.

LORELEI
I shouldn’t have said what I said. 
I’m sorry.

APRIL
It’s okay, you were upset. 

LORELEI
It’s none of my business.

APRIL
We’re all friends here. For better, 
or worse, we’re all in each other’s 
business. I want to tell you the 
truth. Nathan and I had sex once 
before. We’re just friends though. 
Really.  

Lorelei nods.

APRIL
You’re the one he cares about. You 
and Dash.

Lorelei turns beet red and smiles.

APRIL
What?

LORELEI
You have no idea. 

Beat.

LORELEI
Can you keep a secret?

April nods, intrigued. Lorelei turns off the camera.
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GRADUATION PARTY - FIRE PIT48 48

Dash and Caleb look concerned as Nathan holds his head in 
excruciating pain, doubled over. Dash rubs Nathan’s back. 
Caleb is still recording.

DASH
Nathan... do you want me to call 
your dad?

NATHAN
No... wait... no... I can’t see.

CALEB
(alarmed)

What do you mean you can’t see?

DASH
(to Caleb)

This happens sometimes when the 
headaches hit.

Lorelei and April arrive. Lorelei rushes over.

LORELEI
What’s happening?

Dash looks at Lorelei. The struggle of conflicting emotions 
shows in his eyes. Nathan stands almost upright.

NATHAN
I have to throw up.

Nathan rushes off behind a tree.

LORELEI
Did he have too much to drink?

APRIL
He didn’t have anything to drink.

INT. LORELEI’S BEDROOM - DAY49 49

Nathan lies in Lorelei’s bed. Lorelei, Caleb, and April stand 
nearby as Dash enters with a glass of water and Nathan’s 
medication. Dash’s phone records.

DASH
Nathan, I have your pills here. Can 
you sit up, buddy?

Lorelei helps Nathan sit up.

51.



DASH
This is your pain medication.

Nathan swallows the pill with water.

DASH
This is for the nausea.

Nathan swallows the second pill. He lies back down, and 
closes his eyes.

LORELEI
Dash?

Dash takes a long, deep breath. He leads everyone away from 
Nathan, but still in view.

DASH
(to April and Caleb)

Guys... do you mind if I speak to 
Lorelei alone?

CALEB
No, not at all.

APRIL
We should probably break up the 
party, anyway.

DASH
Thank you.

April and Caleb go back downstairs. Lorelei looks scared.

LORELEI
What’s happening, Dash?

DASH
There’s a reason Nathan wants 
everything recorded. He made me 
swear not to tell anyone... but... 

Dash struggles with what to say.

DASH
... he obviously loves you...

Dash looks back at Nathan sleeping.

GRADUATION PARTY - FIRE PIT50 50

Caleb and April stare into the fire. Caleb records the 
flames. Everyone has gone home. 
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CALEB
What do you think is going on?

APRIL
Whatever it is, it’s not good.

CALEB
Is Nathan sick?

APRIL
I don’t know. Did Dash mention 
anything to you?

Caleb shakes his head “no”.

APRIL
You know... 

April thinks.

CALEB
What?

APRIL
He has lost a lot of weight in the 
last year.

CALEB
Shit...

April tries to make sense of it in her head.

APRIL
I... just thought maybe he was, you 
know, losing baby fat, and becoming 
a man in his body, or something... 

LORELEI’S BEDROOM51 51

Dash holds Lorelei in a tight embrace as she cries. Lorelei 
is like a rag doll in his arms.  

INT. LORELEI’S BEDROOM - NIGHT52 52

Nathan, Dash, and Lorelei sleep together with their arms 
around each other in Lorelei’s bed. Dash forgot to turn off 
his recording phone.  
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INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY53 53

Lorelei and Dash make breakfast -- pancakes, bacon, coffee. 
Dash records. Nathan comes into the kitchen. They stop what 
they’re doing, and stare at him. He approaches, and hugs them 
both.     

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DINING TABLE - DAY54 54

Nathan, Dash, and Lorelei eat breakfast. Dash’s phone  
records on a stand.

DASH
Sorry I burnt the toast.

Nathan smiles, and waves it off.

NATHAN
Who else knows?

DASH
No one. 

LORELEI
April and Caleb suspect something.

DASH
I’m sorry, man.

NATHAN
No... no, it’s okay. I’m sorry I 
didn’t tell you, Lorelei.

LORELEI
You don’t have to apologize.

NATHAN
I guess... I just don’t want anyone 
to treat me differently. I don’t 
want anyone to pity me.  

LORELEI
I don’t pity you. You are more 
alive than anyone I know. 

DASH
(smiling)

He wasn’t always like that. 

NATHAN
I think my brain is creating 
serotonin. And dopamine. Like it’s 
overcompensating, or something.
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DASH
If there is anyone who can beat 
this, it’s you.

NATHAN
Dash is our eternal optimist.

LORELEI
Count me in. I’m on team optimism.

DASH
(joking)

We should get t-shirts made.

LORELEI
Team Optimism!

NATHAN
Do you guys think I should tell 
April, and Caleb?

Dash and Lorelei nod “yes”.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY55 55

Nathan grills chicken on the deck while Dash and Lorelei 
prepare sides, and drinks. Dash and Lorelei film throughout.  

LORELEI (V.O.)
Nathan, Dash, and I became 
inseparable that summer. We ate all 
our meals together. My house became 
our headquarters... sort of our 
summer house. We hardly ever left.  

LORELEI’S HOUSE - FIRE PIT - DAY56 56

Nathan, Dash, Lorelei, April, and Caleb play Charades. April 
is really animated giving clues.

LORELEI (V.O.)
April and Caleb came over almost 
every night. April and I became 
pretty good friends... being the 
only two mature ones on Team 
Optimism.    
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GARDEN - DAY57 57

Everyone is wearing black “Team Optimism” t-shirts. Lorelei 
and April sip ice tea as Nathan, Dash, and Caleb try to pants 
each other, and wrestle on the grass.   

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY 58 58

Nathan and Lorelei kiss in her bed. 

LORELEI (V.O.)
Sometimes Nathan and I made love.

LORELEI’S BEDROOM - NIGHT59 59

LORELEI (V.O.)
Sometimes Dash would join us. 

Dash, Lorelei, and Nathan kiss. 

LORELEI (V.O.)
We made it work.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - NIGHT60 60

Nathan, Dash, and Lorelei cuddle on the sofa while watching a 
movie.

LORELEI (V.O.)
It was like we were playing house,  
pretending we were responsible 
adults ready to conquer the world. 
Truth is... we were afraid. Afraid 
of what the future might bring.   

LORELEI’S HOUSE - GARDEN - DAY61 61

Lorelei, Dash, Nathan, April, and Caleb chase each other 
around the garden with huge water guns, and water balloons. 
They are all soaking wet.  

LORELEI (V.O.)
But, for those few glorious weeks, 
we didn’t have a care in the world. 
We had each other. 

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DECK - DAY62 62

Nathan, Dash, April, and Lorelei drink wine. Nathan records. 
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LORELEI
... so wait, what does DACA stand 
for?

DASH
Deferred Action on Childhood 
Arrivals. It basically means I’m 
temporarily shielded from 
deportation. 

APRIL
What about college... and work 
visas, stuff like that?

DASH
They can take it all away.

LORELEI
How can they do that? Isn’t it a 
law?

DASH
It’s an executive order. Which 
means a President can end it. 

APRIL
(angry)

You mean a racist President.

Dash nods.

LORELEI
I’m so sorry, Dash. I had no idea.

DASH
I’m safe for now. I’m not going 
anywhere. 

Caleb walks into the backyard.

CALEB
What’s up people?

DASH 
Hey!

LORELEI
Hey, Caleb!

Dash rises and hugs Caleb. Nathan looks at his best friend 
thoughtfully, and stops recording.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - DAY63 63

Ruby and Lorelei play chess in Ruby’s room. Lorelei’s phone 
records propped up on Ruby’s dresser. 
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RUBY
Nathan told me you wrote a play. He 
said you’re a very talented writer 
and actress.

LORELEI
That’s very nice of Nathan.

RUBY
How did you learn to write a play?

LORELEI
I read like a hundred plays so I 
could see how it’s done, and then I 
just tried to do what they did.  

RUBY
I write stories. 

LORELEI
(genuinely interested)

Really? What kind of stories? 

RUBY
Like twisted fairy tales, but in my 
stories the women save the men from 
dragons, and trolls, and monsters.

LORELEI
That sounds amazing, Ruby! I love 
that the women save the men. 

RUBY
Maybe some day I can turn them into 
a play like you. 

LORELEI
You will. How about this? I’ll look 
through my plays, and pick some for 
you to read so you can learn too. 

RUBY
Yes!

LORELEI
May I read some of your stories?

RUBY
Of course. Nathan reads all of my 
work. He said he’s going to be my 
publisher some day.

LORELEI
I believe him.
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Winston knocks on the open door. He enters.

RUBY
Baba.

Lorelei stands.

WINSTON
Forgive my interruption. Please 
sit.

Lorelei sits.

WINSTON
I’m happy you and Nathan are 
friends. You know that he is sick.

LORELEI
Yes, sir.

WINSTON
You spend much time together. I 
know that I can no longer look 
after him all the time. He’s a man 
now. I ask that you please keep an 
eye on him when I am not around.

Beat. Lorelei fights back emotion.

LORELEI
I will. I promise. 

WINSTON
Thank you.

Winston nods, and walks out. Ruby hugs Lorelei.

INT./EXT. NATHAN’S CAR - DAY64 64

Dash and Caleb sit in Nathan’s car. Dash’s phone records from 
the car phone holder.  

CALEB
Are you sure?

Dash nods, and kisses Caleb. Their hands begin to explore as 
the kiss intensifies. Nathan approaches recording on his 
phone. He sees Dash and Caleb together. He smiles, and goes 
back inside his house. 
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INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - NIGHT65 65

Nathan and Dash sit in the living room. A few candles are 
lit. Dash records.    

DASH
I can’t do this anymore. 

NATHAN
You promised. Until the end.

DASH
No, not the documentary. 

Beat.

DASH
You’re my best friend. I love you 
more than anyone, but you, me, and 
Lorelei...

NATHAN
I know. I agree. You and Caleb... 
that makes more sense.

DASH
(surprised)

Me and Caleb?

NATHAN
I have eyes, Dash. You deserve 
happiness. He’s a really great guy. 

Dash smiles, and nods.

NATHAN
I knew you would fall in love with 
someone with a heart as big as 
yours. 

DASH
Who said anything about love?

NATHAN
Oh, it’s love all right. 

Dash laughs, shaking his head.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT66 66

Nathan climbs into bed with a sleeping Lorelei. He sets his 
recording phone on the night stand. He snuggles up to her, 
spooning.
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LORELEI
Hey, honey...

Lorelei turns to face Nathan. She kisses him. 

NATHAN
Hey, honey.

He kisses her. She sits up, and stares at him.

NATHAN
What?

She removes her top. He removes his. He turns off the camera 
as they make love.    

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY67 67

Dash peeks in with his camera on Nathan taking a nap.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - FRONT PORCH - DAY68 68

Lorelei and April sit on the porch swing. Lorelei’s phone 
records. 

LORELEI
... I remember seeing you walking 
down the hall at school, and 
wishing I had an ounce of your 
confidence.  

APRIL
I’m afraid, Lorelei. I’m just 
really good at hiding it. 

LORELEI
What are you afraid of?

APRIL
I’m ... afraid of failure. I got a 
“B” once, freshman year Trig, and I 
still regret it. I don’t know if I 
can cut it at Stanford. 

LORELEI
Of course you can. 

APRIL
It’s so competitive. It’s so big... 
and I’ll be alone. 
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LORELEI
You won’t be alone. You’ll make 
friends on day one.

APRIL
You think so?

LORELEI
You’re April Walker. Of course you 
will. A year from now you’ll be 
walking down the hall to some 
lecture hall, and a freshman girl 
will look at you and think “I wish 
I had an ounce of her confidence.”  

April laughs.

LORELEI
I’m always a phone call away. So is 
Caleb, Dash, and Nathan.

April smiles, and nods.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT69 69

Lorelei, Dash, Caleb, April and Nathan play the board game 
“Ravine”. They are seated on the floor around a coffee table. 
Dash’s phone records. 

DASH
Should I flip one heart or two?

CALEB
One, then use your basket to get 
another card.

APRIL
I’m playing it safe. I don’t want a 
madness card! 

LORELEI
I’ll flip one.

NATHAN
I’m risking it all.

Nathan flips three hearts, and takes cards. They all take 
cards.

CALEB
Oooh, I can make a spear.
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DASH
What did you get, Nathan?

Nathan stares at his cards.  

LORELEI
Nathan?

Nathan is thrown off, a bit misty-eyed. He shows his cards -- 
he has lost all hearts, and is out of the game. 

NATHAN
Dead.

He stands up, and goes to the kitchen.

Caleb, Dash, April, and Lorelei just look at each other. They 
follow Nathan into the kitchen where he is pouring himself a 
glass of wine. Lorelei puts her hand on his shoulder.

LORELEI
Nathan...

NATHAN
I’m fine. It’s silly.

APRIL
There’s still a chance you can come 
back.

NATHAN
It’s okay.

DASH
You’re just tired.

NATHAN
I said I’m fine! 

Nathan’s friends are taken aback by his unusual outburst. 

NATHAN
I’m sorry.

CALEB
No need to apologize. 

APRIL
You’re entitled to your emotions.

Beat.
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NATHAN
Maybe I am just tired. I’m going 
upstairs.

LORELEI
I’ll come with you. 

NATHAN
I want to be alone for awhile.

LORELEI
Okay.

NATHAN
Good night.

Nathan walks away. Caleb, Dash, April, and Lorelei look 
concerned.

LORELEI
Should I call his dad?

DASH
Let him rest. He’s just tired.

LORELEI
He’s been getting tired more 
frequently. I’m worried.

APRIL
We’ve been staying up all night for 
weeks. And drinking.

LORELEI
We need to make some changes. 

CALEB
For Nathan.

Dash nods. 

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY70 70

Lorelei and Nathan sit on the deck eating salad. Nathan’s 
camera records. 

NATHAN
You’re okay with it?

LORELEI
I think it’s a wonderful gesture.
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NATHAN
How do you think he’ll take it?

LORELEI
It’s complicated. 

NATHAN
Or, it’s really simple. 

Beat.

LORELEI
If he says yes, I want to pay for 
it.  

NATHAN
No, I can’t let you do that. 

LORELEI
Nathan, my parents give me money 
when they leave. I never spend it.  

NATHAN
... I don’t know...

LORELEI
It’s a lot. Trust me. We’re talking 
something small? 

Nathan nods yes.

LORELEI
I’ll make the cake myself. With 
your help. It’ll be fun! 

Nathan smiles, and nods.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY71 71

Nathan and Dash come back from a jog. They sit on the 
sidewalk in front of the house, and drink water. Dash 
records. 

NATHAN
We’re so out of shape. 

DASH
(breathing hard)

I hate running.

NATHAN
Me too.
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DASH
Who’s idea was this?

NATHAN
Lorelei’s.

They laugh, and drink more water.

NATHAN
How are things with you and Caleb?

DASH
Good.

NATHAN
You guys look good together.

Dash smiles.

NATHAN
He’s not the jealous type, is he?

DASH
I don’t know. I haven’t given him a 
reason to be jealous. Why?

Beat.

NATHAN
I have to do something. It’s 
important to me. 

DASH
What is it?

NATHAN
You may not like it.

DASH
Stop being a drama queen, and tell 
me.

Nathan rises. He pulls a skull ring out of his pocket. He 
goes down on one knee.

DASH
What the hell...

NATHAN
Dashel Sandoval Garcia... will you 
marry me?

Dash laughs. He looks around.
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DASH
Nice prank. You can come out, 
Lorelei!

NATHAN
I’m serious.

DASH
Come on, sit down.

Nathan sits.

NATHAN
I need this. Will you marry me?

DASH
Absolutely not.

NATHAN
Why not?

DASH
Because you’re my best friend. 

NATHAN
That’s why we should do it. I don’t 
know if I’ll ever love anyone like 
I love you. You’re like the brother 
I never had.

DASH
Brothers don’t marry each other. 

Nathan looks down at the ground.

DASH
Why do you “need” this?

NATHAN
I want to leave behind a legacy. I 
want to leave my friends with 
something special. If we get 
married, you become a citizen, and 
we never have to worry about it 
again. I can rest easily knowing 
that my best friend is okay.

DASH
I am okay. Besides, what if you 
want to marry someone for real one 
day?  
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NATHAN
The chances that I’ll live long 
enough to meet someone, fall in 
love, and get married are pretty 
slim.

DASH
Someone like Lorelei?

Nathan’s smiles wistfully thinking about Lorelei.

DASH
What if I fall in love, and want to 
get married? 

NATHAN
You can divorce me. I get half of 
your directing money though.

Dash laughs, and shakes his head. He contemplates Nathan’s 
offer.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - GARDEN - DAY72 72

Nathan stares straight ahead. Caleb watches him from a 
distance with his camera phone. He joins Nathan.

CALEB
Hey.

NATHAN
Hey, Caleb.

They look at the trees and flowers.

NATHAN
Dash told you.

CALEB
He did. I was a little shocked at 
first... and confused.

Nathan searches for the right words.

NATHAN
Look, Caleb...

CALEB
But then I realized what an amazing 
gesture of love it is.

Nathan looks at Caleb. Caleb looks back at Nathan.

68.



CALEB
You and Dash... have been friends 
for a long time. You love him.

Nathan is about to interrupt.

CALEB
(smiles)

Not in the same way I love him. I 
get what you’re doing, and for 
whatever it’s worth, I’m grateful 
he has a friend like you. 

Nathan hugs Caleb.

NATHAN
Thank you, Caleb.

Caleb gets misty eyed.

NATHAN
Hey... what’s wrong?

CALEB
I don’t want you to die, Nathan.

Beat.

NATHAN
We’re all going to die. You, me, 
April, Dash... maybe not Lorelei...

Caleb laughs.

NATHAN
What we do with our time... the 
people we spend it with... that’s 
the important thing. 

Caleb nods. 

EXT. LORELEI’S BACKYARD GARDEN - DUSK73 73

Nathan and Lorelei lie on a blanket looking up at the sky. 

LORELEI
This reminds me of the night we 
met. You thought I was weird.

NATHAN
You are weird. Gloriously, 
unapologetically, weird. Which is 
why I love you. 

(MORE)
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You’re a beautiful actress, and a 
gifted writer. You walk your own 
path. I never walked my own path. I 
didn’t even know I had a path. 
Until now.  

LORELEI
I love you too, Nathan. With all my 
heart.  

NATHAN
I just wish...

Beat.

LORELEI
What do you wish?

NATHAN
I wish we met ten years from now. 
We’re done with college, you’re 
working on Broadway, or in the 
movies, and I’m doing whatever it 
is I do...

LORELEI
Probably the ring master at the 
circus.

NATHAN
(laughs)

Yes, the ring master, and we fall 
in love, get married...

LORELEI
Married?

NATHAN
Yes. And we have child.

LORELEI
A girl.

NATHAN
And she’s beautiful like you.

Beat.

NATHAN
That would have been nice.

Lorelei looks sad. She sees Venus. She smiles.

NATHAN (CONT'D)
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LORELEI
Well... on Venus we’re ten years 
older, so it’s an alternate reality 
up there. In another life we’re 
happily married with a little girl.  

NATHAN
What’s her name? 

LORELEI
Portia.

NATHAN
Portia?

LORELEI
From The Merchant of Venice. Or, 
Rosalind from As You Like It!

Nathan laughs.

NATHAN
A Shakespeare baby. Rosalind Wu 
Lee. Sounds nice. 

Nathan takes Lorelei’s hand.

INT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - NIGHT74 74

Nathan, Lorelei, Winston, and Ruby eat dinner. Ruby’s phone 
is propped up recording. 

LORELEI (V.O.)
I was invited to Sunday dinner. 
Nathan wanted me there for support. 
He was going to tell his father 
about the wedding. It went as 
expected. 

WINSTON
No! Nathan, you cannot do that. It 
would break your mother’s heart.

NATHAN
You don’t get to do that. 
Mom is no longer here, but if she 
were she would understand.     

LORELEI
Ruby, let’s go to your room for 
awhile. Excuse us, please.
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Winston nods to Ruby. Lorelei and Ruby go off. Ruby leaves 
her phone recording.

WINSTON
This is not right. Marriage is 
sacred.

NATHAN
Friendship is sacred. 

WINSTON
Did Dash ask for this?

NATHAN
No. This is for me. I don’t need 
your permission to do this, but I 
would like you to be there.

WINSTON
I won’t go.

NATHAN
Dad...

WINSTON
No!

Winston walks away from the table.

NATHAN
That’s your loss then! The wedding 
is going to happen with, or without 
you!

Nathan feels a bit dizzy. He holds on to the table. He takes 
a deep breath, and sits. 

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT75 75

Dash sits on the sofa looking at footage of Nathan on his 
phone. Nathan comes downstairs. Dash records. 

DASH
Hey, buddy.

NATHAN
Where’s Ruby?

DASH
What?

NATHAN
Where did Ruby go?
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DASH
Ruby? Do you mean Lorelei?

Nathan looks confused. He turns and heads toward the stairs.

DASH
Are you okay, Nathan?

NATHAN
I’m fine, Dash. Good-night.

Nathan goes upstairs. 

DASH
Good-night.

Dash looks concerned. 

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY76 76

Nathan and April help Lorelei make a double layer cake. There 
is quite a bit of flour, a mixer, and other ingredients all 
over the counters. Dash records.

LORELEI (V.O.)
So, it didn’t go well with Mr. Lee, 
but Nathan and Dash were still 
happy. We were going to do 
everything ourselves.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - GARDEN - DAY77 77

Dash, Nathan, and Caleb polish some white chairs. Dash kisses 
Caleb. Lorelei records.

LORELEI (V.O.)
It felt like something big was 
happening. 

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY78 78

Nathan, Lorelei, and Caleb watch April, sitting at a desk, 
click on a site, turn and smile. Dash records.

LORELEI (V.O.)
April registered herself with the 
Universal Life Church, and got 
ordained, so she could officiate 
the wedding. 
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INT. MEN’S SUIT SHOP - DAY79 79

Lorelei, April, and Caleb (recording) watch Dash looking at 
himself in a full length mirror. He wears a tuxedo. Nathan 
arrives with a blue bow tie. He puts it around Dash’s neck, 
and ties it for him. 

LORELEI (V.O.)
It felt like we were in some kind 
of time warp. Everything was 
happening so fast. Wasn’t it just 
two months ago that we graduated 
from high school?

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DECK - DAY80 80

Nathan, Lorelei, April, Dash, and Caleb sit on the deck 
laughing, and drinking lemonade. Dash records. 

LORELEI
I’ll write the script, Dash will 
direct, April will act, and Caleb 
will design the costumes.

NATHAN
And I’ll produce it. 

LORELEI
Exactly.

CALEB
I’m in. 

APRIL
Me too.

DASH
Okay, five years from now, on this 
exact date, we’ll go into 
production. No matter what else is 
going on.

CALEB
A Team Optimism production of a 
film by Dash Garcia.

APRIL
Written by and starring Lorelei Wu.

NATHAN
So, wait, it’s a horror/musical? 
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DASH
Low-budget, gloriously bloody, but 
with a libretto full of risque 
double entendre!

LORELEI
(laughing)

And zombie go-go dancers. 

APRIL
And vampires with beehive hairdos!  

CALEB
I can’t wait to do those costumes.

LORELEI
April can play a vampire priestess.

APRIL
Yes!

CALEB
You have five years to write it 
Lorelei. 

LORELEI
I only need five days.

They all laugh. Nathan watches his friends laugh and talk 
until their voices fade into the next scene.

EXT./INT. GARDEN WEDDING - DAY81 81

Lorelei points her camera phone at wedding guests sitting in 
white chairs. It is a small gathering with family, and a 
couple of friends. Ruby sits with April in the front row. No 
sign of Winston. Pretty much everyone is recording.  

LORELEI
Here we are in my back yard. It’s a 
big day for Team Optimism as you 
can see. 

A student plays cello while another plays flute.

LORELEI
We’ve called in many favors for 
this grand occasion including 
asking Sasha and Liberty from our 
graduating class to provide music. 

She focuses on the musicians for a moment.
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LORELEI
Lovely, don’t you think?

She focuses in on Dash’s family and other guests. 

LORELEI
Of course I’m talking about the 
wedding day of Mr. Dash Garcia and 
Mr. Nathan Lee. Speaking of the 
grooms, let’s see what they’re up 
to. 

Lorelei walks into the house through the kitchen. She passes 
a beautiful two layer cake with two grooms on top.

LORELEI
I made that cake with help from 
April, and Nathan. One of my many 
hidden talents.

She makes her way to the living room. The camera focuses on 
Dash and Caleb. Caleb wears a suit, Dash a tuxedo. They are 
laughing together as Caleb straightens Dash’s tie. 

LORELEI
Gentlemen.

DASH
Did you get a shot of the guests?

LORELEI
I did.

DASH
And the cake.

LORELEI
Of course.

DASH
How about an establishing shot of 
the whole garden?

LORELEI
Who do you think you’re dealing 
with, Dash? Steven Spielberg 
couldn’t have done a better job.  

Dash kisses Lorelei on the cheek.

CALEB
He’s more nervous about his 
documentary than getting married.
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DASH
I don’t think of it as getting 
married. It’s more of a friendship 
ceremony with citizenship 
ramifications.

CALEB
(sarcastic)

Romantic. 

Lorelei laughs.  

LORELEI
So, where’s the other groom?

CALEB
Upstairs. 

LORELEI
He hasn’t come down?

DASH
Cold feet, perhaps. It would be my 
luck to be stood up at the altar.

LORELEI
Oooh, a bit of drama for mama.

CALEB
I wouldn’t let that happen. 

DASH
You would step in?

CALEB
Of course.

Dash and Caleb kiss. Lorelei makes her way upstairs.

LORELEI
(whispers)

We’re ascending the stairs to see 
if we can find the elusive Nathan 
Lee.

Lorelei sees Nathan staring into a mirror in the bathroom. 
She zooms in on him. He notices her.

NATHAN
Hey!

LORELEI
Hey. You okay?
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Nathan nods.

NATHAN
Is it time?

LORELEI
It is. 

NATHAN
Is my dad out there?

LORELEI
No. I’m sorry Nathan.

Nathan nods. He takes a deep breath, and smiles.

NATHAN
No matter. Let’s do this. 

Nathan kisses Lorelei, and heads out. She follows him, 
recording, as he heads downstairs, through the living room 
and kitchen, and out into the blinding sunlight. He sees Dash 
standing under an archway next to April.  

As Nathan slowly walks towards Dash, he sees Winston sitting 
in the front row with Ruby. Winston turns and nods. Nathan 
smiles, and nods back.   

The Musicians play Clair de Lune.

Lorelei follows Nathan out. The camera filter, or the 
sunlight, turns everything a golden hue and fades to black. 

Beat.

LORELEI (V.O.)
On this day, Nathan Lee married his 
best friend Dash Garcia. Were they 
in love? Well... let’s just say 
they loved each other. 

The video comes back into focus. We gradually see Nathan and 
Dash listening to April.

APRIL
... and so the traditional notion 
of a soulmate, or one person who is 
the love of your life, is an old-
fashioned one. Instead, let us 
recognize that a soulmate is anyone 
you love, anyone who understands, 
anyone who sees you. 

(MORE)
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Anyone whose soul connects with 
yours on life’s journey. And now 
Nathan and Dash will share their 
vows.    

LORELEI (V.O.)
April, as usual, spoke honestly, 
and from her heart. April is 
extraordinary. Nathan and Dash said 
their vows, and then --

APRIL
I pronounce you a married couple. 
You may now share a kiss. 

Nathan and Dash kiss. APPLAUSE from the guests. Caleb WHOOPS 
loudly. The Musicians play. Ruby takes Winston’s hand. 

EXT. GARDEN WEDDING - DAY82 82

Nathan walks among his friends and family. He is taking it 
all in, storing it in his mind and heart. Guests 
congratulate, and hug him. He makes his way to the archway in 
front. He stops the MUSIC playing on a phone connected to a 
speaker.      

NATHAN
Hello, everyone! Can I please 
direct you all back to your seats 
for just a minute?

Everyone goes back to their seats. April, Lorelei and Caleb 
pass out glasses of champagne. Dash records as he joins 
Nathan up front. 

NATHAN
Thank you all for coming. It means 
so much to both of us. We love you 
all very much. Of course, once 
again, a huge thank you to Ms. 
Lorelei Wu for hosting us at her 
lovely home. 

Lorelei blows him a kiss.

NATHAN
We have something for you. A gift. 
Take a look under your seats.

Guests find a small box under their seats. 

APRIL (CONT'D)
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NATHAN
Before you open it, I should tell 
you that the artist worked very 
hard on it, and she doesn’t know 
that we have prepared this surprise 
for you. 

The guests open the box revealing a bound copy of short 
stories titled A Collection of Twisted Fairy Tales by Ruby 
Lee. Ruby covers her mouth in shock. She gets misty eyed, and 
runs up and wraps Nathan in an embrace. Everyone APPLAUDS.  

RUBY
(to Nathan)

Thank you.

NATHAN
No, thank you, Ruby. Your stories 
are great, and the world needs to 
read them.

Ruby hugs Dash, and goes back to her seat. Winston smiles at 
her.

NATHAN
I would like to say a few quick 
words about my best friend Dash.

Dash braces himself. Guests laugh at his reaction.

NATHAN
(smiling)

I want to thank you for marrying 
me. It is a gift beyond measure. 
Although... I always thought we 
would be the “best man” at each 
other’s weddings. Dash and I have a 
long history together. He’s been my 
“best man” pretty much all my life. 
We met when we were seven. He was a 
skinny, shy, moody little boy 
dressed in black. In other words 
nothing has changed.   

Laughter from the Guests as Dash nods.

NATHAN
Dash has been there for me through 
good times, and bad. And I love him 
for it. I would do anything for 
him. It’s a lifelong commitment. 

(MORE)

80.



And what is marriage, but a 
lifelong commitment to someone you 
love. So, let’s raise a glass to my 
“best man” Dash.    

Everyone raises their glasses to Dash, and drinks. 

NATHAN
Let’s party!

MUSIC starts back up. Lorelei smiles.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY83 83

April and Nathan talk in the kitchen. April sits on the 
marble island with a drink. Nathan drinks from a water 
bottle. His phone records.

NATHAN
What you said up there, all of it, 
means a lot to me. Thank you.

APRIL
You’re welcome. Everything is 
happening so fast.

NATHAN
I’m on a deadline. 

April smiles wistfully.

APRIL
I’m proud of you. What you did for 
Dash...

NATHAN
It’s for me actually. Dash didn’t 
have to say yes, but he did.

APRIL
It seems like he and Caleb are 
really getting along.

NATHAN
I think they’re in love, but Dash 
won’t admit it.

APRIL
I saw that coming.

NATHAN (CONT'D)
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NATHAN
You knew what you were doing when 
you threw them together at Sasha’s 
party, didn’t you?

APRIL
(smiles)

It occurred to me, but really I was 
just trying to get you alone.

Nathan laughs.

APRIL
Lorelei looks so beautiful today.

NATHAN
She does. She...   

Beat. Nathan can’t find the words.

APRIL
I know... I know, Nathan.

Nathan smiles.

APRIL
C’mon, let’s go find her.

April takes Nathan’s arm as he leads her out of the kitchen.

EXT. GARDEN WEDDING - DAY84 84

Fairy lights and white paper lanterns light the party. Nathan 
and Lorelei dance to a slow song. Dash dances with Caleb. 
Ruby dances with Winston. 

EXT. GARDEN WEDDING - NIGHT85 85

It is about 2:00 a.m. Everyone has gone home. Nathan, Dash, 
Lorelei, April, and Caleb sit on the deck looking at the 
stars. Caleb records.  

LORELEI
We pulled it off.

NATHAN
Thanks to you.

DASH
It’s true, Lorelei. I can’t thank 
you enough. 

(MORE)
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I’m just so grateful I’m going to 
have you with me in New York. I 
can’t image being there without you 
now. 

LORELEI
It’s a big city, but just a little 
bit smaller with you there.

Lorelei shivers.

CALEB
Are you cold?

APRIL
The nights are cooling down 
finally.

Nathan puts his tuxedo jacket around Lorelei’s shoulders. 
They all sit quietly looking up at the stars.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - NIGHT86 86

The camera phone moves through the house as if a fifth person 
is filming.

LORELEI (V.O.)
It was a happy occasion. A good 
day. Followed by an unorthodox 
“honeymoon” night with the grooms 
in different bedrooms.   

They camera makes it’s way upstairs to the bedrooms. 

LORELEI (V.O.)
But, we were all where we should 
be. 

In one bedroom Dash and Caleb make love. 

In the other, Lorelei and Nathan make love.

EXT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY87 87

Nathan, Dash, Lorelei, and Caleb stand on the sidewalk in 
front of Lorelei’s house. They each hug April who is in front 
of her car all packed up and ready to leave. 

LORELEI (V.O.)
April was the first to leave for 
school. She was leaving early to 
start an internship at Stanford. 

DASH (CONT'D)
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Tears stream down April’s face. She wears her Team Optimism 
shirt.  

LORELEI
Keep in touch, okay?

They hug.

CALEB
Text us when you get there so we 
know you’re safe.

April nods. She and Dash look at each other and hug tightly. 
No words necessary. She looks at Nathan -- this is painful.

APRIL
I guess this is it.

NATHAN
For now.

APRIL
Take care of yourself Nathan.

NATHAN
You know I will. 

They hug.

APRIL
I love you.

NATHAN
I love you, too.

Beat.

NATHAN
We’ll see each other again. I 
promise. 

April gets into her car, smiles wistfully at the group, and 
drives off listening to MUSIC.

DASH
(still filming)

There goes Ms. April Walker.   

The screen goes black. 

TITLE CARD: “Every time I see you falling I get down on my 
knees and pray.” ~ New Order, Bizarre Love Triangle
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INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - MORNING88 88

The next day. Lorelei and Dash make brunch. Dash’s phone 
records propped on the counter. Caleb comes downstairs.  

DASH
Good morning, sleepy head.

CALEB
Good morning, babe.

They kiss. 

LORELEI
Good morning.

Caleb kisses Lorelei on the cheek. 

CALEB
Something wonderful is happening in 
this kitchen.

LORELEI
There’s coffee.

Caleb grabs a cup.

CALEB
Where’s Nathan?

LORELEI
Still sleeping.

CALEB
Wow.

LORELEI
Let’s just say I kept him up all 
night.

DASH
(smiling)

Yes, we heard.

They laugh. 

LORELEI
Well, brunch is almost ready. I’ll 
go check on him.

Lorelei goes upstairs. Dash embraces Caleb and they kiss.

Beat.
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LORELEI (O.S.)
Dash... can you come up here?

Dash looks at Caleb. He grabs his phone, and they hurry 
upstairs.

MOMENTS LATER - LORELEI’S BEDROOM89 89

Lorelei stands over Nathan who is pale and sweaty. His eyes 
are closed. Lorelei touches his forehead.

LORELEI
He’s burning up.

Dash feels Nathan’s forehead.

DASH
Caleb, can you grab a cold glass of 
water, and the ibuprofen?

Caleb nods and hurries downstairs. 

LORELEI
I’ll get a cold compress.

Lorelei goes off.

DASH
Nathan?

Nathan’s eyes flutter open, and closed. He doesn’t answer.

DASH
You need to sit up, buddy, okay? 
Caleb is getting the ibuprofen. 

Nathan doesn’t answer. 

DASH
I’m gonna help you sit up.

Dash slips his arm around Nathan’s shoulder and helps him sit 
up. Lorelei and Caleb return. 

LORELEI
He’s shivering.

DASH
Where’s his shirt? 

Lorelei finds Nathan’s Cocteau Twins t-shirt and puts it on 
him. 
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DASH
Nathan, I have your ibuprofen here. 
I’m going to help you take it, 
okay?

Dash pops two pills into Nathan’s mouth, and helps him drink 
the water. Nathan swallows the pills and lies back down.

Lorelei places the cold compress on his forehead.

CALEB
Should we call 911?

LORELEI
No, no, let’s see if the fever 
breaks. It’s best to let him rest 
in his own bed.

Dash and Caleb nod. 

LORELEI
I’ll stay with him just in case. 

Lorelei lies down next to Nathan. 

DASH
Okay. We’ll bring you some 
breakfast.

LORELEI
Thanks.

Dash and Caleb go back downstairs. 

LORELEI’S BEDROOM - LATER90 90

Nathan sleeps. Lorelei, Caleb, and Dash talk quietly near the 
threshold. Lorelei holds a thermometer. Caleb records.  

LORELEI
The fever broke. 

CALEB
That’s good.

DASH
Except he doesn’t want to eat 
anything. He just wants to sleep.

LORELEI
That’s okay. His body needs it.
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CALEB
As long as he keeps drinking water 
he’ll be okay.

LORELEI
Dash, will you keep an eye on him 
while I shower downstairs?

DASH
Sure.

LORELEI
Thanks.

Lorelei goes downstairs.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - BATHROOM - DAY91 91

Lorelei, recording, wipes the steamy mirror clear, and stares 
at her reflection. She looks worried. 

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - DAY92 92

Lorelei heads upstairs toward her bedroom still recording. 
She hears Nathan vomiting in the restroom. She runs up and 
sees Caleb standing outside the closed bathroom door.  

LORELEI
What’s happening?

CALEB
He said he’s feeling dizzy, so Dash 
rushed him into the bathroom.

LORELEI
Dizzy?

Caleb nods. They hear Nathan vomit.

DASH (O.C.)
It’s okay, buddy. Just let it all 
out.

LORELEI
Dash?

DASH (O.C.)
He’s okay. Let me just clean him 
up.

Lorelei covers her mouth with her hand. The door opens, and 
Dash appears holding Nathan upright. 
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Nathan stumbles into bed. Dash covers him with the bedsheets. 
They all look at each other. 

DASH
Let’s let him rest.

Dash, and Caleb walk out. Lorelei kisses Nathan’s forehead, 
and joins them.

INT. LORELEI’S HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT93 93

Lorelei, Dash, and Caleb sit in the living room looking grim. 
We sit with them for a beat as Caleb records.   

LORELEI
He can’t go off to school like 
this.

DASH
He’ll be okay.

LORELEI
Who’s going to take care of him, 
Dash?

DASH
(attempting optimism)

We’ve already arranged a doctor, 
and his dad found an acupuncturist 
like five minutes from campus.

LORELEI
But who’s going to take care of 
him? 

Dash bows his head in worry. He looks back up.

DASH
You and me. We’ll take the train 
down every Friday. We’ll do 
whatever it takes.

Lorelei cries. Dash takes her into his arms. 

Beat.

Suddenly, Nathan comes downstairs. He sees his friends 
hugging.

NATHAN
I’m hungry...

They all turn around surprised to see him.
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LORELEI
Nathan?

DASH
You okay, buddy?

Nathan nods.

NATHAN
Just hungry.

Lorelei laughs through her tears. They all stand and hug him.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT94 94

Dash (recording), Lorelei, and Caleb watch Nathan eat 
shredded chicken in a green salad. They share a look of 
relief, but there is still a bit of uncertainty in the air. 
Nathan winks at the camera.  

INT. NATHAN’S BEDROOM - DAY95 95

Ruby records Nathan as he finishes packing a suitcase.

RUBY
How long will it take you to get 
there?

NATHAN
Well... it’s a road trip, so we’re 
looking at five or six days. 

RUBY
But you could fly and get there in 
five hours.

NATHAN
I want to spend as much time with 
them as I can get, and see as much 
of America as I can. 

RUBY
I wish I were going with you.

NATHAN
Who would take care of Baba?

Lorelei nods. 
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NATHAN
I’ll pick up something weird from 
every state we go through and send 
it in the mail. I know how you love 
weird stuff. 

RUBY
Which is why I love you.

Nathan laughs, and hugs Ruby.

NATHAN
I love you too, Ruby.

EXT. NATHAN’S HOUSE - DAY96 96

Ruby, Winston, and Caleb say good-bye to Nathan, Dash, and 
Lorelei as they put Nathan’s suitcase in the trunk of his 
car. Nathan and Dash record.

NATHAN
I guess this is it guys.

Lorelei hugs Ruby. 

LORELEI
Keep writing little sister. You’re 
very talented.

RUBY
I will.

LORELEI
Whenever you want some feedback, 
I’d be happy to read anything you 
send.

Lorelei fetches a box filled with books.

LORELEI
I want you to have these.  

RUBY
These are your plays.

LORELEI
Don’t worry, I’ve read them all.

Ruby and Lorelei hug. 

Nathan approaches Winston.

91.



NATHAN
I’m off, Dad.

Winston nods. Nathan extends his hand for a handshake. 
Winston takes Natahn’s hand and brings him in for a hug. 

Dash kisses Caleb. Caleb wipes away a tear. 

DASH
I’ll be home for Christmas. 

CALEB
I know.

DASH
I love you, Caleb.

Caleb smiles, pleasantly surprised.

CALEB
I love you, too.

They kiss again.

Everyone takes turns saying good-bye to each other -- Lorelei 
and Winston, Nathan and Caleb, Dash and Ruby.

NATHAN
Let’s hit the road. We have a long 
drive.

Dash climbs into the back seat as he films with his phone. 
Lorelei sits in the passenger side, Nathan the drivers side. 
He starts the car, puts on MUSIC, and drives away. He honks 
the horn as they all wave good-bye.  

The camera fades to black as we hear the music play.

The camera comes back up a moment later as Nathan’s car is 
flooded with sunlight. They drive somewhere out in the middle 
of nowhere, passing little towns. We sit with them quietly 
for a long beat.  

Lorelei turns back to look at Dash. They share a smile. 
Nathan turns back, and shares a look with them. He continues 
driving with a huge grin on his face.  

Dash focuses the camera on the long road ahead of them.

MUSIC SWELLS.

FADE OUT.

THE END
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